Parshas Zachor
In addition to the regular reading of Parshas Zachor this Shabbos, there
will be an additional reading following Kiddush, and immediately before
Mincha.

Special Sefer HaMitzvos Shiur this Shabbos
This Shabbos, between Mincha and Maariv, R. Steinberg will be
presenting a special, in-depth shiur on the topic: Talmud Torah and
Other Pursuits. Outline and source sheets will be provided.

Megillah Readings
Meqgillah Readings at the Young Israel
Mon. Night — 6:50 PM
Tues. Morning — approx. 7:35 AM
Alternative Readings
Mon. night
8:35 PM - at the Biberfeld home 343 Bala Ave.
8:45 PM at the Siev home, 246 Stoneway Lane
Tues. Morning
6:40 AM — at the PC Kaollel
8:45 AM - at the PC Kollel
9:00 AM - at the Siev home, 246 Stoneway Lane

Matanos L ’evyonim
Matanos L’evyonim monies can be given to R. Steinberg prior to Purim
or early on the day of Purim. Checks should be made out to: MLB
Chessed Fund or to: Od Yosef Chai. The money will be distributed on
Purim. If you are unable to give the money to R. Steinberg, you can call
Od Yosef Chai before 5:30 PM on Purim day, and pledge by giving your
credit card #£. Od Yosef Chai: 1-800-823-CHAL.

Chevra Mishnayos
The Chevra Mishnayos has started learning Seder Nashim. Please sign
up by putting your name on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board or
speak to Moshe Eisenberg.

Mazel Tov
Mazel Tov to Dee and Jonathan Tanner on the Bas Mitzvah of their
daughter, Rachel Rebecca.

R’ Steinberg Info: Home: 610-664-3796 E-mail: rabbi@yiml.org
Stan Sved, President Info: Home: 610-660-5002

All submissions, suggestions, sponsorships, and advertisements should be directed to
Moshe Eisenberg, creator of this Weekly Update.
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Shabbos Davening Times

Candle lighting: 5:44 p.m.
Mincha - Friday: 5:45 p.m.
Sof Zman Krias Shema: 9:15 a.m.
Shacharis (**Parshas Zachor**): 8:45 a.m.
Mincha- Shabbos: 5:30 p.m.
Maariv: 6:48 p.m.
Weekday Davening Times
Shacharis —-Sunday: 8:00 a.m.
Mincha- Sunday: 5:50 p.m.
Shacharis- Thursday: 6:40 a.m.
Shacharis- Wed, Fri: 6:50 a.m.
Maariv (Wed-Thurs): 7:45 p.m.

There will be no weekday Mincha in shul until the spring.
Taanis Esther (Monday, March 13, 2006)
Fast Begins/Ends:

5:03 a.m./6:50 p.m.

Shacharis: 6:20 a.m.
Mincha: 5:35 p.m.
Maariv: 6:30 p.m.
Megilla Reading: 6:50 p.m.
Purim (Tuesday, March 14, 2006)
Shacharis: 7:00 a.m.
Mincha: 4:25 p.m.
Maariv: 7:45 p.m.

Refreshments after Evening Megilla Reading
Refreshments after the evening megilla reading are sponsored by the
Betesh Family in memory of Eddie Betesh.
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DAY TIME TOPIC SPEAKER NOTES
Shabbos 8:15a.m. Parshas Hashavua R.abb'
Steinberg
Sefer Hamitzvos
Between . . )
Shabbos Mincha & Gemara Sukka R.abb' Shiur this week.
- Steinberg See back cover
Maariv :
for details.
Sundgy Afte_r Sefer Hachinuch Dov Gottlieb
Morning Davening
After Mishna Berura .
Mon., Wed. Maariv Hilchos Shabbos Eli Back
15 minutes before Shaarei Teshuva Rabbi
Shacharis on Sun.-Fri. Steinberg
Monday 9:30 am. Women’s Tehillim At the Eisenberg
Group home
. Practical Halacha Rabbi
Wednesday | 8:15p.m. Shiur for Women Steinberg CANCELLED
Thu_rsday 10:15 p.m. Nefesh Hachaim Rav Sholom
night Kamenetsky

*All shiurim are at YIML unless specified.

Pirchei of Philadelphia

Pirchei of Philadelphia will meet
this Shabbos at Lower Merion
Synagoque from 3:30-4:30 p.m.

B’nos of Bala Cynwyd

Bnos of Bala Cynwyd will meet

this Shabbos at

Lower Merion

Svnagogue from 3:30-4:30 p.m.

Are you on our Email list? To subscribe to the YIML email list simply send a message to
majordome@chaseplanet.us with the following single line body: subscribe yiml

YOU@YOURMAIL

Esther’s Lesson in Nature

By Rabbi Yehudas Prero

Nature. Natural. We hear and use these words often. We know that the
sun rises every morning, and sets in the evening. How do we know when we go
to sleep that the sun will rise the next morning? Because it always does, it's
supposed to, that's part of nature. As we mentioned in the last post, "nature" as
we refer to it is really just one mode of how G-d manifests His presence. G-d is
always present. However, we often fail to recognize His presence. Why? Because
G-d made an order by which the world runs daily. The sun rises and sets. Oil
burns. Children are born. Careers end. We don't see headlines in the newspaper
that read "Child born" unless that child has six siblings who entered the world
shortly after, or the mother was in her late 50s, or the child picked airspace above
the Pacific Ocean to enter the world. These later occurrences are out of the
ordinary, not natural, and therefore make us perk up and take notice. Nature
presents us with a challenge, and it was this challenge that Esther helped her
sisters and brothers overcome.

Continued on facing page

The Talmud (Ta'anis 25a) relates a story about Rav Chanina. Rav Chanina was
known for both his dire financial situation and for the blatant miracles of which he was the
subject. Once, on a Friday eve, he noticed that his daughter was sad. He said to her, "My
daughter, why are you sad?" She replied "My oil can got mixed up with my vinegar can and |
lit the Shabbos lights with the vinegar." He said to her: "My daughter, Why should this
trouble you? He who had commanded the oil to burn will also command the vinegar to
burn." The Talmud notes that indeed that is what happened: The light burned for the entire
Shabbos.

Rav Chanina appreciated the nature of nature. Who said oil should burn? G-d did.
Therefore, if G-d wants, vinegar can burn as well. All of what we consider natural is really
miraculous. We, however, often fail to appreciate the miraculous aspects of nature until it
somehow slaps us in the face. We have to appreciate the role of G-d in every aspect of our
lives. We have to appreciate the hand of G-d on a daily basis, for those things that don't catch
the eye of the media. If we live our lives and never recognize G-d's role, we fail to show our
thanks to G-d and our faith in G-d.

The situation was desperate. The king had signed an edict: the Jews were to be

killed. Mordechai told Esther that the Jews needed her intervention. Esther had to go ask the
King to spare the Jewish people. Esther was initially hesitant. She told Mordechai (Esther
4:11) that whoever comes to the inner court of the king who the king has not called will be
put to death to death. The only exception: Those to whom the king holds out the golden
scepter. Mordechai responded to this concern by telling Esther that she should not think that
because she is in the palace she will escape the fate of the rest of her nation. Esther's reaction
was in instructions: Mordechai should gather all the Jews who are present in Shushan. They
should all fast for Esther. She and her attendants will fast likewise, and then she will go to
the king, despite the risk.
Rav Avraham ibn Ezra notes that Esther's own behavior was a bit unusual. We know that a
person who fasts for three days will become weak. They will not look as attractive because of
their weakened state. As King Achashverosh chose Esther for queen because of her beauty,
why would she want to diminish the most valuable asset she possessed that could win over
Achashverosh? Furthermore, why did Esther tell Mordechai that she was going to fast?

The answer is that Esther understood how she managed to become queen. Esther,
the Talmud tells us, had a green pallor that was not particularly attractive. However, G-d
graced Esther with such charm and appeal that Achashverosh selected her above anyone else.
Esther realized that she achieved this position through the hand of G-d, although others might
think it was a natural choice - Achashverosh was taken by her looks. Esther, therefore, knew
that her looks were no asset. Yes, people might find her attractive, but that is not what will
bring success: G-d will. She wanted to build within her a deep trust in G-d. She decided to
fast so that by diminishing her beauty, she would have full faith in G-d. She could not hang
her hopes on any other factor that she possessed and could have attributed to herself.
Therefore, she revealed her plan to fast to Mordechai. If the Jews would hear the news, they
would be distraught: How could Esther diminish her beauty - the cause of Achashverosh's
attraction to her? The Jewish nation would be forced to put full faith in G-d. They could not
rely anymore on the natural attraction that existed previously. They had to believe that G-d
alone is their source of salvation, not Esther's looks, wit, or character.

The people believed and the people were saved. They were able to remove the
blinders that nature presents and see things as they truly were: G-d controls all. Esther
achieved her goal. She got an entire nation to recognize who controls the world, who makes
nature natural: G-d. The Sages have memorialized this accomplishment of Esther in the
Megillah, and it is read by the Jewish people every year. The name of G-d is never
mentioned in the Megillah, to illustrate that the salvation of the Jews that appeared to result
from political maneuvering and convenient coincidences was really the hand of G-d, albeit in
a clandestine, natural way. The Megillah serves as a prime example of how we must
appreciate the role G-d plays in our lives. Nature is natural because G-d makes it so, and it is
as miraculous as the supernatural. Our job is to take in the commonplace, natural occurrences
and appreciate them for what they truly are: a gift from G-d. Taken from torah.org




